
 
 

Please make your selections and return to the McKinney Senior Recreation Center or 

Email your votes to tami.sutcliffe@gmail.com 

 

2019 First Friday Book Club Voting Ballot 

 
 Biography (Pick 3) Pages 

 The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks - Rebecca Skloot 369 

 Alexander Hamilton – Ron Chernow 832 

 Under the Tuscan Sun – Frances Mayes 320 

 The Yellow-Lighted Bookshop – Lewis Buzbe 216 

 Code Girls: The Untold Story of the Women Code Breakers of World War II – Liza Mundy 522 

 
 Mystery/Crime/Suspense (Pick 2) Pages 

 Dragon Bones: A Red Princess Mystery – Lisa See 368 

 The Walk – Lee Goldberg 235 

 The Sound of Broken Glass - Deborah Crombie 359 

 Before the Fall – Noah Hawley 400 

 The Woman in Cabin 10 – Ruth Ware 352 

 
 Historical Fiction (Pick 2) Pages 

 Ex-Libris - Ross King 400 

 Girl in a Blue Dress: Inspired by the Life and Marriage of Charles Dickens – Gaynor Arnold 422 

 11/22/63 - Stephen King 880 

 Paris -  Edward Rutherford 830 

 Outlander - Diana Gabaldon 850 

 
 Non-Fiction (Pick 3) Pages 

 The Worst Hard Time: The Untold Story of  the Great American Dust Bowl – Timothy Egan 340 

 Goodbye to a River – John Graves 322 

 The Boys in the Boat: Nine Americans Quest for Gold at the 1936 Olympics - Daniel Brown 416 

 Educated: A Memoir – Tara Westover 355 

 Shoe Dog: A Memoir by the Creator of Nike - Phil Knight 400 

 
 General Fiction (Pick 2) Pages 

 David Copperfield – Charles Dickens 374 

 Snow Flower and the Secret Fan – Lisa See 288 

 A Man Called Ove -  Frederick Backman 352 

 Buster Midnight’s Café – Sandra Dallas 277 

 Hiddensee: A Tale of the Once and Future Nutcracker -  Gregory Maguire 304 
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Choose 3 BIOGRAPHY 

The Immortal Life of 

Henrietta Lacks 

by Rebecca Skloot 

369 pages 

In 1951, doctors at Johns Hopkins Hospital removed cancerous cells from the cervix 

of a 30 year-old African American woman who had no idea that the sample of her 

cells had been taken. Because of a biological quirk, scientists were able to turn her 

cells into the first "immortal" cell line, called HeLa, the study of which has greatly 

increased our knowledge of ourselves and led to the effective treatment of numerous 

diseases.  

Alexander Hamilton 

by Ron Chernow 

345 pages 

Chernow brings to life the man who was arguably the most important figure in 

American history who never attained the presidency and who had a more lasting 

impact than many who did-- Alexander Hamilton. Chernow’s Washington: A Life 

won the 2011 Pulitzer Prize for Biography, and Alexander Hamilton was the 

inspiration for the Broadway musical. 

Under the Tuscan 

Sun 

by Frances Mayes 

320 pages 

 

A wondrous new world opened up when Mayes bought and restored an abandoned 

villa called Bramasole in the spectacular Tuscan countryside. Under the Tuscan Sun   

inspired generations to embark on their own journeys--whether that be flying to a 

foreign country in search of themselves, savoring one of the book's dozens of 

delicious seasonal recipes, or simply being transported by Mayes's signature 

evocative, sensory language 

The Yellow-Lighted 

Bookshop 

by Lewis Buzbee 

216 pages 

Buzbee is a book lover and tells the story of his lifelong obsession, from his 

elementary school Weekly Reader orders to his first jobs clerking in bookstores and 

his short career as a publisher's rep. Woven into these personal essays is a tangential 

discourse on the history of bookmaking and bookselling, from the ancient Romans 

and Chinese to the modern era.  

Code Girls: The 

Untold Story of the 

American Women 

Code Breakers of 

World War II  

By Liza Mundy 

522 pages 

Recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy from small towns and elite colleges, more 

than ten thousand women served as codebreakers during World War II. A strict vow 

of secrecy nearly erased their efforts from history; now, through dazzling research 

and interviews with surviving code girls, bestselling author Liza Mundy brings to 

life this riveting and vital story of American courage, service, and scientific 

accomplishment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Choose 2 MYSTERY/CRIME/SUSPENSE 

Dragon Bones 

by Lisa See 

368 pages 

Liu Hulan is the Inspector in China's Ministry of Public Security whose tough style 

rousts wrongdoers and rubs her superiors the wrong way. Now her latest case finds 

her trapped between her country's distant past and her own recent history. Getting to 

the bottom of ever-spiraling events, Hulan unearths more scandals, confronts more 

murderers, and revives tragic memories that shake her tormented marriage to its 

core. In the end, she solves a mystery as big, unruly, and complex as China itself. 

The Walk 

by Lee Goldberg 

233 pages 

It's one minute after the Big One. Marty Slack, a TV network executive, crawls out 

from under his Mercedes, parked outside what once was a downtown Los Angeles 

warehouse, the location for a new TV show. Downtown LA is in ruins..He knows 

there is only one thing he can do ... that he must do: get home to his wife Beth, go 

back to their gated community on the far edge of the San Fernando Valley. All he 

has to do is walk.. Marty Slack thinks he's prepared. He's wrong 

 

The Sound of Broken 

Glass 

by Deborah Crombie 

359 pages 

When Detective Inspector James joins forces with Detective Inspector Melody 

Talbot to solve the murder of an esteemed barrister, their investigation leads them to 

realize that nothing is what it seems—with the crime they’re investigating and their 

own lives. 

Before the Fall by 

Noah Hawley 

400 pages 

 

Creator of the FX television series “Fargo” and “Legion,“ Hawley won the 2017 

Edgar Award for Best Novel for this riveting mystery about a plane crash off the 

coast of Martha’s Vineyard that claims the lives of nine well-to-do passengers. Only 

two aboard survive: struggling painter Scott Burroughs and the 4-year-old son of a 

wealthy media titan. 

The Woman in 

Cabin 10 

by Ruth Ware 

352 pages 

Journalist Lo Blacklock has been given the assignment of a lifetime: one week on a 

luxury cruise, with only a handful of other guests. But the first night onboard, she 

witnesses a dark and terrifying event—a woman from the cabin next door being 

thrown overboard. When she alerts the crew, she's shocked to hear that everyone 

onboard is accounted for. What's worse, she learns that the cabin next to hers has 

been locked and empty the entire trip.  
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Choose 2 HISTORICAL FICTION 

Ex-Libris 

by Ross King 

400 pages 

A cryptic summons to a remote country house launches Isaac Inchbold, a London 

bookseller and antiquarian, on an odyssey through seventeenth-century Europe. 

Charged with the task of restoring a magnificent library destroyed by the war, 

Inchbold moves between Prague and the Tower Bridge in London, his fortunes—and 

his life—hanging on his ability to recover a missing manuscript. King vividly 

recreates the turmoil of Europe in the seventeenth century—the sacks of great cities; 

Raleigh's final voyage; the quest for occult knowledge; and a watery escape from 

three mysterious horsemen. 

Girl in a Blue Dress: 

A Novel Inspired by 

the Life and 

Marriage of Charles 

Dickens 

by Gaynor Arnold 

422 pages 

A retelling of Charles Dickens's life from the viewpoint of his estranged wife, 

Catherine. A sweeping tale of love and loss that was long-listed for both the Man 

Booker Prize and the Orange Prize, Girl in a Blue Dress is both an intimate peek at 

the woman who was behind one of literature’s most esteemed men and a fascinating 

rumination on marriage that will resonate across centuries. 

11/22/63 

by Stephen King 

880 pages 

 

11/22/63 is about a time traveler who attempts to prevent the assassination of 

President John F. Kennedy, which occurred on November 22, 1963 

Paris 

by Edward 

Rutherfurd 

830 pages 

Telling the story of the city through the families who call it home, Rutherfurd is able 

to incorporate fascinating facts about everything from the construction of the Eiffel 

Tower to the organization of the city’s neighborhoods. In addition to the historical 

drama, there’s plenty of human drama, as the characters cope with the aftermath of 

decisions and choices made, in some cases, hundreds of years prior to their birth. 

Outlander 

by Diana Gabaldon 

850 pages 

Scottish Highlands, 1945. Claire Randall, a former British combat nurse, is just back 

from the war and reunited with her husband on a second honeymoon when she walks 

through a standing stone in one of the ancient circles that dot the British Isles. 

Suddenly she is a Sassenach—an “outlander”—in a Scotland torn by war and raiding 

clans in the year of Our Lord . . . 1743. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Choose 3 NON-FICTION 

The Worst Hard Time: 

The Untold Story of 

Those Who Survived 

the Great American 

Dust Bowl 

by Timothy Egan 

340 pages 

The dust storms that terrorized America's High Plains in the darkest years of the 

Depression were like nothing ever seen before or since, and the stories of the 

people that held on have never been fully told. Pulitzer Prize–winning New York 

Times journalist Timothy Egan follows a half-dozen families and their 

communities. Drawing on the voices of those who stayed and survived, Egan tells 

a story of endurance and heroism against the backdrop of the Great Depression. 

Goodby to a River 

by John Graves 

322 pages 

Goodbye to a River is an account of a farewell canoe voyage along the Brazos 

River in north-central Texas. As the author braves rapids and fatigue and the fickle 

autumn weather, he muses upon old blood feuds of the region and wild stories of 

courage and cowardice and deceit that shaped both the river’s people and the land 

during frontier times and later. Nearly half a century after its initial 

publication, Goodbye to a River is a true American classic, a vivid narrative about 

an exciting journey and a powerful tribute to a vanishing way of life and its ever-

changing natural environment. 

The Boys in the Boat: 

Nine Americans and 

Their Epic Quest for 

Gold at the 1936 Berlin 

Olympics 

by Daniel James Brown 

416 pages 

 

The story of the University of Washington's 1936 eight-oar crew and their epic 

quest for an Olympic gold medal, a team that transformed the sport and grabbed 

the attention of millions of Americans. The sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and 

farmers, the boys defeated elite rivals first from eastern and British universities 

and finally the German crew rowing for Adolf Hitler in the Olympic games in 

Berlin, 1936 

Educated: A memoir 

by Tara Westover 

355 pages 

Tara Westover was 17 the first time she set foot in a classroom. Born to 

survivalists in the mountains of Idaho, Tara’s family was so isolated from 

mainstream society that there was no one to ensure the children received an 

education. Her quest for knowledge transformed her, taking her over oceans and 

across continents, to Harvard and to Cambridge University. Only then would she 

wonder if she’d traveled too far, if there was still a way home. 

Shoe Dog: A Memoir 

by the Creator of Nike 

By Phil Knight 

400 pages 

 

Phil Knight chronicles his journey from selling shoes out of the trunk of his 

Plymouth to becoming one of the wealthiest people in the world. Entertaining, 

touching, and crammed with insight, Shoe Dog is the story of how a band of 

eccentric misfits built one of the biggest athletic apparel companies in the world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Choose 2 GENERAL FICTION 

David Copperfield 

by Charles Dickens 

374 pages 

 

Dickens's own opinion was that David Copperfield was "of all my books" the one he 

liked "the best.” The story of a young man's adventures with the gloriously vivid 

cast of characters Dickens drew revealingly from his own experiences to create one 

of Dicken’s most exuberant and enduringly popular works, filled with tragedy and 

comedy in equal measure.  

Snow Flower and the 

Secret Fan 

by Lisa See 

288 pages 

 

In nineteenth century China, in a remote Hunan county, a girl named Lily, at the 

tender age of seven, is paired with a laotong, or "old same," in an emotional match 

that will last a lifetime.  

 

A Man Called Ove 

by Frederick Backman 

352 pages 

Originally published in Sweden, this charming debut novel about the angry old man 

next door is a thoughtful exploration of the profound impact one life has on 

countless others. The back story chapters have a simple, fablelike quality, while the 

current-day chapters are episodic and, at times, hysterically funny.  

Buster Midnight’s 

Café 

by Sandra Dallas 

277 pages 

May Anna Kovacks was discovered on the dusty streets of Butte, Montana and went 

on to become a Hollywood star. War, fame, marriage, love, and heartbreak came 

and went. What never changed was the bond she shared with her two best friends, 

Effa Commander and Whippy Bird. When scandal, murder, and betrayal made a 

legend of May Anna, only Effa and Whippy Bird could set the record straight. 

Hiddensee: A Tale of 

the Once and Future 

Nutcracker 

by Gregory Maguire 

304 pages 

From the author of Wicked, the magical story of a toymaker, a nutcracker, and a 

legend is remade. An inventive novel inspired by a timeless holiday legend, 

intertwining the story of the famous Nutcracker with the life of the mysterious toy 

maker named Drosselmeier who carves him. 

 


